CHRIST OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA
37 Warner Avenue, Jersey City, NJ 07305
The Reverend Kimberly Vaughn, Pastor
Church: 201-433-1836  Pastor: 201-433-2889
Church email: contact.redeemerlutheranjc@gmail.com
Pastor’s email: pastor@christourredeemer.net
Pastor’s Office Hours:
Tuesdays: 1:00 - 5:30 Wednesdays: 1:00 - 7:30 Thursdays: 1:00 - 8:30
Fridays: 9:00 - 2:00 Saturdays: As needed Sundays: 7:30- 11:30

Worship Service —9:30 AM Sundays (In-person & Online)
Zoom Meeting ID: 881 4746 6449; Password: 348873
Phone: 1-646-558-8656

March 28, 2024
Maundy Thursday

WELCOME VISITORS!

We are delighted that you are worshipping today at Christ Our Redeemer Lutheran
Church. May your experience with God here be a blessing!

ACCESS FOR ALL: While we stand often during the service, please assume a posture
of reverence which you are able or comfortable. A wheelchair accessible restroom
is located in the Parish Hall through the kitchen. If you'd like Communion brought
to your seat, our Pastor will gladly assist you. Young worshippers may visit our COR-
KIDS Playspace in the rear of the sanctuary. Activity bulletins are also available for
children (see ushers or Pastor).

How do I find worship music?

ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship (the red book in your pew)
LBW = Lutheran Book of Worship (the green book in your pew)
AAH - African American Heritage (the beige book in your pew)

Find us online at:

Website:  https://www.christourredeemerjc.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ChristOurRedeemerlerseyCity
Instagram: www.instagram.com/cor.jc

Have questions? Interested in baptism or membership? Please speak with our
Pastor Kimberly Vaughn after service Or, call 201.433.1836.
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P-Pastor C-Congregation

Prelude

Welcome

GATHERING

Confession and Forgiveness

Please stand as you are comfortable.

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle
against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each
other. This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism.

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and
giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against
God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three Days
reconciled with God and with one another.

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

v

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.



Gathering Hymn: Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross (AAH 252)

Apostolic Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P: Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new
commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment
in our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all,
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
First Reading: Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14
Psalm: Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Gospel: John 13:1-17, 31b-35
First Reading: Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14

Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt by celebrating the festival
of Passover. This festival featured the Passover lamb, whose blood was used as a
sign to protect God’s people from the threat of death. The early church described
the Lord’s supper using imagery from the Passover, especially in portraying Jesus
as the lamb who delivers God’s people from sin and death.

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for
you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell
the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a
lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. ®If a household is too small for a
whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be
divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. [°Your lamb shall be
without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the
goats. ®You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole
assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. “They shall take
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some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in
which they eat it. 8They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it
roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. °Do not eat any of it
raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner
organs. 1°You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains
until the morning you shall burn. ] *1This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded,
your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it
hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. Y2For | will pass through the land of Egypt
that night, and | will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human
beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt | will execute judgments: | am the
Lord. 3The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when | see
the blood, | will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when | strike the
land of Egypt.

4This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a
festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a
perpetual ordinance.

L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord. (Ps. 116:13)

!| love the Lord, who has | heard my voice,
and listened to my ! supplication,
’for the Lord has given ! ear to me
whenev- ! er | called.
2How shall | re- | pay the Lord
for all the good things God has | done for me?
13 will lift the cup ! of salvation
and call on the name ! of the Lord. R
41 will fulfill my vows ! to the Lord
in the presence of ! all God’s people.
5precious in your ! sight, O Lord,
is the death ! of your servants.
180 Lord, truly I ' am your servant;
| am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me ! from my

4



bonds.
7] will offer you the sacrifice | of thanksgiving
and call upon the name ! of the Lord.
18 will fulfill my vows ! to the Lord
in the presence of | all God’s people,
in the courts of | the Lord’s house,
in the midst of you, ! O Jerusalem. R

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
In the bread and cup of the Lord’s supper, we experience intimate fellowship with
Christ and with one another because it involves his body given for us and the new
covenant in his blood. Faithful participation in this meal is a living proclamation of
Christ’s death until he comes in the future.

ZFor | received from the Lord what | also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on
the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, **and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.” 2°In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

(Due to length of the Gospel reading, congregation may sit for the reading of the
Gospel today.)

C: Come by here, dear Lord, come by here. Come by here, dear Lord, come by
here. Come by here, dear Lord, come by here. O, Lord, come by here.

Maundy Thursday Gospel Reading: John 13: 1-17, 31b-35
Please be seated.

Sermon The Reverend Kimberly Vaughn



Please stand as you are comfortable.

Hymn of the Day: Calvary (AAH 239)

The Apostles’ Creed

P: Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

C:

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

P:

Trusting in Jesus who gave his life for the world, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

P:

God who kneels to wash our feet, gather your church around the world during
this holy week. Humble the powerful and lift up any who are marginalized.
Renew our faith and make us bold in service and love to our neighbors.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God who blesses the grain of the soil and the fruit of the vine, inspire in us a
reverent care for the earth. Sustain fields, gardens, and wild places, that all
people are fed and every living thing flourishes. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

God whose greatest commandment is love, guide all who govern by the
principle of love. Transform unjust human systems that oppress some for the
gain of others. Restore communities as places of justice and concern for those
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who are vulnerable. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

P: God who was betrayed, comfort people everywhere who have suffered abuse
at the hands of someone they knew and trusted. Heal the bodies, minds, and
hearts of victims of exploitation. Help all in pain to know that you are near
(especially). Merciful God, receive our prayer.

P: We pray for those in need of prayer here, especially:

Deborah Frazier James Gumbs Joe Heard, Sr.
Jonathan Strong Sr. Juanita Larkins Kate Fauder

Kathy Connally Louise Givens Maggie Graves
Rabone Goolserran Sylvia Bishran Vernon Goolserran
Yvonne Grant Sylvena Davis

And the family of Isabel Smith, Corey’s aunt. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

P: God who sits at the table with us, grant the joy of your presence to people
celebrating first communion today, and to all who share the meal. Strengthen
communities of faith in grace and courage. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

P: God who brings new life out of death, we pray with thanks for the lives of
those who have joined the communion of saints (especially). In our holy meal,
connect us to the faithful who have gone before us, and nourish us as your
people living today. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

P: Receive these prayers, loving God, for the sake of the One who loved us to the
end, Jesus Christ, our redeemer. Amen.

MEAL

Greeting of Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

(We share a sign of Christ’s peace—a wave, handshake, smile, hug—however you
are comfortable!)




Please be seated.

Offering
(In response to hearing God’s Word, we respond with joy in our offering.)

Please stand as you are comfortable.

C:

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown that we may be fed with the
bread of life. Gather the hopes and dreams of all, unite them with the
prayers we offer. Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste
of the feast to come.

Offertory Prayer

P:

Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts that
we have gathered that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only
with this holy food but with hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in your
name. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

vTOoOvTOoOvOm

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution

P:

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

8



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer

P:
C:

Let us pray as Jesus taught...

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. Come!

Please be seated.

Communion Hymn: | Know It Was the Blood

C: I know it was the blood, | know it was the blood, | know it was the blood for

me. One day when | was lost, he died upon the cross. | know it was the blood
for me.

They whipped him all night long...
They pierced Him in His side...

The blood came streaming down...
He never said a-mumblin’ word...
He hung His head and died...

I know it was the blood...

Distribution of Communion

(Please bring the communion back to your seat to eat and drink. Someone will
collect the cups afterwards.)

Please stand as able.



P: Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the saving power
of your suffering, death, and resurrection. May this sacrament of your body
and blood so work in us that the fruits of your redemption will show forth in
the way we live, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C: Amen

Please be seated.

Stripping of the Altar (with reading of Psalm 22)

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning?
20 my God, | cry by day, but you do not answer;

and by night, but find no rest.

3Yet you are holy,

enthroned on the praises of Israel.

%In you our ancestors trusted;

they trusted, and you delivered them.

>To you they cried, and were saved;

in you they trusted, and were not put to shame.
®But | am a worm, and not human;

scorned by others, and despised by the people.

’All who see me mock at me;

they make mouths at me, they shake their heads;
8"Commit your cause to the LORD; let him deliver —
let him rescue the one in whom he delights!"

Yet it was you who took me from the womb;

you kept me safe on my mother's breast.

1%0n you | was cast from my birth,

and since my mother bore me you have been my God.
1Do not be far from me,

for trouble is near

and there is no one to help.

12Many bulls encircle me,

strong bulls of Bashan surround me;

13they open wide their mouths at me,

like a ravening and roaring lion.

10



141 am poured out like water,
and all my bones are out of joint;
my heart is like wax;
it is melted within my breast;
5my mouth is dried up like a potsherd,
and my tongue sticks to my jaws;
you lay me in the dust of death.
18For dogs are all around me;

a company of evildoers encircles me.

My hands and feet have shriveled;

7] can count all my bones.

They stare and gloat over me;
8they divide my clothes among themselves,
and for my clothing they cast lots.
1%But you, O LORD, do not be far away!

O my help, come quickly to my aid!
20peliver my soul from the sword,
my life from the power of the dog!
215ave me from the mouth of the lion!

From the horns of the wild oxen you have rescued me.
22| will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters

in the midst of the congregation | will praise you:
2You who fear the LORD, praise him!

All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him;
stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel!
24For he did not despise or abhor
the affliction of the afflicted;
he did not hide his face from me,
but heard when I cried to him.

ZSFrom you comes my praise in the great congregation;
my vows | will pay before those who fear him.
26The poor shall eat and be satisfied;
those who seek him shall praise the LORD.

May your hearts live forever!

27All the ends of the earth shall remember
and turn to the LORD;
and all the families of the nations
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shall worship before him.

28For dominion belongs to the LORD,

and he rules over the nations.

29To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down;
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust,

and | shall live for him.

30posterity will serve him;

future generations will be told about the LORD,

31and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying that he has done it.

SENDING

Congregation leaves in silence. Service continues on Good Friday at 6:00 p.m.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS

Congregational:

EASTER EGG HUNT for children will be Saturday, March 30, from 1:00 — 3:00.
All children under age 12 are welcome!

BIBLE STUDY: Join us Thursday at 1:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. for conversation on
“Daily Discipleship”. See Pastor Kimberly for details. (NOTE: There will be no
afternoon or evening bible study on Thurs. April 4th and Thurs. April 18th.)
HOLY BAPTISM/FIRST COMMUNION: If you have questions about receiving the
Sacraments of Holy Baptism or First Communion, please see Pastor Kimberly.
LOOSE CHANGE: Got any spare change? Drop it in the jar after worship—all
monies go towards the building fund.

Please see page 9 for the list of upcoming worship assistants. We are in need of
worship assistants for March and following months.

NJ Synod and Community:

The 2024 ELCA Youth Gathering will take place July 16-20, 2024 in New
Orleans. Late fee (Feb. 15—April 15) is $475. MYLE and tAble registration fee is
$190 (Waived restriction apply). A $150 nonrefundable and registration fee are
due at sign-up.

JOIN US:
FRIDAY, MARCH 29, 6:30 P.M.—Good Friday Worship
SATURDAY, MARCH 30, 1 P.M.—3 P.M.—Children’s Easter Egg Hunt & Basket
Giveaway
SUNDAY, MARCH 31, 9:30 A.M.—Resurrection Sunday
Worship (Online and On-Site)

126" YEAR OF WITNESS AND SERVICE TO CHRIST
THROUGH GOD’S WORD,
THE LIGHT AND THE TRUTH,

WE INVITE ALL TO GROW IN CHRIST
1 Connected to Christ T Connected to Each Other T Connected to Community
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JOIN US FOR HOLY WEEK & EASTER EVENTS

Palm Sunday worship Maundy Thursday worship
Sun. March 24, 9:30 a.m. Thurs. March 28, 6:30 p.m.

Good Friday worship
Fri. March 29, 6:30 p.m.

Easter Egg Hunt
~ Sat. March 30, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Easter Sunday worship
Sun. March 31, 9:30 a.m

ALLARE WELCOME
. Online & On-Site
Zoom Meeting ID: 881 4746 6449; Password: 348873 i
R
www.christourredeemerjc.org . &L
e { ISt Connected to Each Other T Connected to Community
\ ‘
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